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Creative Practitioners  Supporting the Mentoring Process
Case Study  Supporting Lesson Planning
Key Partners
Creative Partnerships Merseyside

Liverpool  Hope University 

Case Study 1

Participants

Creative Mentor: Kathryn Dion-King BA Hons P.G.C.E.

Participants – Four year 2 students at Halewood C of E. 

Claire Waller, Kate Ward, Helen Forshaw, Dawn Fearns.

Objectives 

To enable student teachers to explore the concept and benefits of using Teaching & Learning for Creativity in their teaching practice.  Enabling them to build confidence, flexibility and self reflective awareness by encouraging students to engage in child led activity by taking risks and making cross curricular connections.

Initial meeting 

Group discussed the work and ethos of Creative Partnerships and concept of learning creatively and how this can be used in their practice.

Task set for each individual to email me their own perspective on teaching creatively, how they can use it in their career, plus choose a subject and date for delivery with a brief overview of intended lesson.

Second meeting

Met up individually with each student further discussed their individual responses & ideas of learning for creativity and learning styles. 

 Discussed the identified lesson to be co planned & delivered. Started to add and embed creativity into the lesson plan together. I initiated & guided each student, encouraging the creative process to come from them based on our previous reflective discussions & thinking.

 All students had been allocated a specific part of the National Curriculum to focus on by their classroom teacher.

Four lesson plans:

Helen Forshaw KS1 Subject Literacy:  Recounts .Learning Objectives- Write simple recounts linked to personal experience, use words like first, then, after. Read & spell familiar words. Recounts –purpose to retell, in narrative form a sequence of events in order to A) inform or B) entertain or C) both

Claire Waller KS2 Subject Literacy: Persuasive writing & discussion. Learning Objectives- to understand the success criteria for a discussion. To be able to work in a group & assign different roles

Kate Ward KS2 Subject Literacy: Narrative Techniques. Learning Objectives – Use different narrative techniques to engage & entertain the reader. Use varied structures to shape & organise texts coherently. Use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proof read and correct spelling in own work.

Dawn Fearns KS1 Subject Numeracy:   Securing number facts, relationships & calculating, two step word problems. Learning Objectives- Children will decide which calculations are needed to solve a two step word problem.

Third meeting – Creative Mentor & each student teacher prepped for resources and did a dummy run/talk through of the lesson to be delivered

Delivery & Monitoring - each student led the lesson with Creative Mentor in supporting role, interacting with both pupils and teacher and monitoring responses of both as lesson evolved. 

NB. Student teacher Dawn Fearns was poorly on her date for delivery and was not in school.

Evaluation – Creative Mentor and each student teacher spent time reflecting on the process and sharing views & perceptions for future use of learning for creativity. Creative Practitioner fed back to student & asked student teacher to complete a short feedback questionnaire on the experience.

Positive Outcomes: The students approached the project with a very positive attitude and were very glad to be involved in the process. They were motivated and embraced the learning for creativity philosophy they had previously discussed. They took risks and went out of their comfort zone even though they had initial concerns over classroom management when giving the pupils responsibility and classroom mobility. The students felt more confident about introducing this philosophy into their future lesson plans and felt the pupils had been more motivated and engaged.  They confirmed that this approach could be embedded into a cross curricular approach for all subjects.

Points for future consideration from Creative Mentor to Students:

Creative Mentor created a handout for the students to reflect upon & support their conversations. A page of useful websites, books and resources was also included for the students continued development & research.

Lesson Plan & Timescales still a priority, must have a beginning middle & end. Try to embrace risk and allow pupils space to direct their own learning, through time & practice you will learn to bring them back to realise the aims & objectives. Tip: talking for 40 mins to five year olds on the carpet will not engage, devise creative ways to impart your information that involves more pupil interaction, smaller time slots & use of creative resources.

Try not to give the children the answers, (your answers)

We discussed use of positive language - encouragement, inspiring, nurturing children to rise to the challenge through motivational vocabulary. Personal Task- spend a day trying NOT to start a sentence with NO & remove the word BUT from your vocabulary. (This is a hard one!)

Use of voice – try to include range in the voice, uplifting, more encouraging, lighter, questioning and inspiring. Combine with positive open body language.

Feedback from Student Teachers – 

Positive: Really enjoyed both group session & individual session & bouncing ideas off each other, experience encouraged the students to talk to each other about their lesson plans.

All four students confirmed they would like to receive further support in the future and where glad they had the opportunity to work with the Creative Mentor.

Sample of  one Student Evaluation:

C.I.T.E. Hope University - Evaluation for Student Teacher
 
Teaching and Learning for creativity - How was your Journey?
 
1. Which part of the C.I.T.E. project did you find most useful?
 
I found the chats the most useful part as guidance and advice was given to me. The lesson I taught also helped me to think about my planning and how to make the lessons as creative as possible and so I can include this in my future teaching.
 

2. Which parts of the project did you find less useful?
 
I think it would have been beneficial to see Kathryn teach a lesson and so I could have observed different teaching methods as I feel I learn from watching other people and analyzing them. This helps me to develop as a teacher as watching an alternative way of going about a lesson helps to develop ideas. 
 
3. How do you envisage you will use this experience in the future?
 
I feel Iwill build the creative aspect into my planning in the future as I have been guided  and shown how to fish not just been given the fish. I now have a more creative mind set and will help to produce more exciting and fun lessons which the children will enjoy.
 
4. Would you like to receive similar support in the future?
 
Yes. I did enjoy the experience and felt as though Kathryn was adding to my knowledge and guiding me to become a better teacher. Although it was extra work during the SBL period I feel other opportunities like this would benefit in a similar way.
 
5 .Any other comments
 
I would just like to thank Kathryn for the time and effort she has put into this part of the course. 

I do feel that it was placed at the wrong time during SBL this is because when I taught the lesson it was in the last few days of the placement and so will therefore not be using the skills gained until next time I am in school which will be a few months away. But, if it was in the beginning of the SBL the skills gained could have been developed when the ideas were fresh in my mind and this would have helped me to develop as a creative teacher more so on this SBL. But I will just have to remember what I have been taught for next time.
Name: Kate Ward

Students points for future consideration: - primarily the timing of the programme in their SBL. Would have liked the experience sooner so as to put into practice earlier. Also a stressful time in their journey as being observed and the main concern for them was pass or fail so hesitant to take risks at such a crucial time.

In General - Points for future consideration

Communication – Feedback from other creative mentors have indicated difficulty in the initial contact with the student teachers.

The students did not initially appear to understand the brief & what was expected of them. 

As creative mentor I specifically took the support role rather than lead & it was mentioned that the students would have liked to see the creative mentor lead a session whilst they observed.  In hindsight I will endeavor to address this issue for future projects & confirm if this is a part of the process that each individual student would prefer.

Host school – Fortunately I was the Creative Agent for Halewood C of E and had been visiting them regularly for some time and had built up a close relationship with them. It was commented upon by the Headteacher & teachers that they were concerned they had not been included in the loop, they would have preferred some notification from Liverpool Hope re the programme . They pointed out that if I had not already been their creative agent on the Enquiry schools pilot they would have been concerned over my sudden unannounced appearance and would have been uncertain about my role with the student teachers. Their concerns included the creative mentors suitability to be in schools etc including Enhanced CRB checks and Public Liability. The teacher responsible for each student was particularly interested in being involved and would have valued inclusion from the outset and would have offered support in the process. The school also suggested that the Creative mentor could have made a small presentation to the staff regarding their role for Creative Partnerships & the Liverpool Hope University C.I.T.E. Programme. 
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