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1 Module code: PR1 605

2 Title: What is Creativity?

3 Co-requisites, PR1 606 Prerequisites, barred-combinations: None

4 Rationale

This module will introduce students to the key issues and a range of views on creativity. This is intended to form the basis from which the other three modules will build. The module will enable students to explore and develop an understanding of creativity across a range of human endeavour.

5 Aims

· To explore the nature of creativity

· To analyse and explore tools which to develop creativity

· To enable students to appreciate the circumstances which promote/foster creativity and creative thinking

6 Learning outcomes

By the end of this module participants will be able to:

a) Explain their understanding of the nature of creativity

b) Describe the attitudes and disposition involved in the creative process

c) Describe the circumstances which promote/foster creativity and creative thinking

d) Analyse the creative processes involved in their own work.

e) Discuss the features of creativity across a range of areas and apply these to a selected area of interest

7 Content outline

· Definitions of ‘creativity’

· Whether creativity can be taught or not

· What kind of culture / environment is needed to foster creativity

· Thinking skills and creative thinking

· Creativity in: art, architecture, sculpture, engineering, dance, drama, music, poetry, English, design, maths??

· Negotiated project work

8 Methods of learning and teaching/student learning component

The module will be presented through a range of lecture, tutorial and practical sessions, with student participation. Visiting speakers, video material and presentation of research findings will be used as appropriate. There will be opportunities to discuss current issues and initiatives, question and share ideas experience.

9 Methods of assessment

Two 1500 word assignments.  One exploring the nature of creativity, 6a,b,c (50%); the other a piece of creative work from a chosen area accompanied by a discussion of the creative process involved in its production, including a justification of the work as an example of creativity, 6d,e (50%).

10 Methods of reassessment

As above.

11 Employer collaboration


None

12 Illustrative bibliography

www.creativity-portal.com/http://www.edwarddebonofoundation.com/
www.creativethinking.net/
www.creativitypool.com/
members.ozemail.com.au/~caveman/Creative/index2.html
Bleedorn, B. (2003) An Education Track for Creativity and Other Quality Thinking Processes   Scarecrow Press 
Boden, M (1990)The Creative Mind - Myths and Mechanisms Abacus

Bohm, D. & Nichol, L. (1998) On Creativity  Routledge

De Bono, E. Lateral Thinking: Creativity Step by Step  
Olson, R (1986) The Art of Creative Thinking  Perennial Library  

Osho. (2000) Creativity: Unleashing the Forces Within: Unleashing the Forces Within (Insights for a New Way of Living)  Saint Martin's Press

Stanberg, R. (Ed) (1988) The Nature of Creativity Cambridge University PressWard, T., Finke, R., Smith, S. (1995) Creativity and the Mind: Discovering the Genius Within Plenum Publishing Company
13 Contact hours:
36

14 Module leader

John Duffty

15 Other staff involved

Staff from School of Education, possibly for Performing Arts, Art and guest speakers

16.
Credit Values


15 CATs points

17.
Title of responsible Subject Assessment Board


School of Education

18.
Statement of Resources

It will be necessary for library provision to be updated annually.  This is in line with current practice and will not represent additional spending.  The delivery of the module can be met within the existing resources of the School of Education.
19.
Validation date and modification date
January 2004
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