Student Opportunity Fund FAQs

What types of things will this fund pay for?

Below are some examples of what we may fund, however if you have an opportunity which doesn’t fall directly under these categories, please feel free to apply anyway so that we can assess your case. 
 
Examples of activities we have supported  

· Internships, Work Experience and Volunteering Opportunities
· Attendance at conferences (virtual or in person)
· Travel costs for volunteering activity
· Attendance at an interview or assessment centre
· Attendance at a network event in your field of study/ chosen career area
· Short courses / training
 
What we may fund 

· Travel costs and subsistence costs
· Specialist clothing related to an activity   
· Attendance fees for courses, conferences or residential training events  
· Accommodation costs associated with a work experience/placement opportunity  

When can I apply?

The Student Opportunity Fund will open on 1st September 2026 and close on 24th May 2027 or sooner if the fund is fully disbursed.

How do I apply?

Applications must be made via the link Student Opportunity Fund application 2026-27 – Fill in form. You will be asked for details about what you’re applying for, how it will benefit you, and evidence for it (see below). You must be logged into your University of Cumbria email account to access the application form. 

How long will it take for my application to be processed?

Once you have applied and submitted all appropriate documentation, applications will be reviewed within 4 working weeks, however we aim to provide a decision quicker than this in most cases. 
If you haven’t provided adequate information in your application and/or we need to contact you to discuss your application, it may take longer to provide a decision on your application. 

What evidence do I have to provide to receive the money?

We require some form of evidence of what the money will be used for. Some examples of what we would accept as evidence are listed below, the list is not exhaustive and if you are not sure what evidence to provide, please contact us to discuss by emailing moneyadvice@cumbria.ac.uk. 

· A screenshot or website link confirming dates of an event that will be running
· An email from someone from your department or an external organisation confirming your interest in attending an opportunity
· Details of a volunteering opportunity, including dates.
· Photo or email containing cost of tickets or booking costs/information.


What happens after the opportunity has taken place?

If you receive funding for an opportunity, we will ask that you complete a short impact report reflecting on how you have benefited from the funds.
The deadline for providing this report is 30 days after completing your activity, you will be given the link to the report when you receive the confirmation of award letter.
Until you’ve submitted the review, you will not be able to submit another application to the Opportunities Fund.  

Is there a limit on the amount of money I can request?

You can apply for up to £500 per academic year. 

Can I apply more than once in an academic year?

Successful Applicants may only receive a maximum of one Award for each academic year.  

How far in advance do I need to apply for the fund? Can I apply for opportunities that have already happened?

We encourage applying for the Fund as far in advance as possible before the opportunity starts, but please wait until the opportunity is fully confirmed (with evidence) before making an application. Retrospective applications are not accepted.

Will you pay for me to go abroad?

We will consider applications relating to studying/ working/ volunteering abroad including those accepted for the Turing Scheme.  Student Opportunity Funds cannot pay for activity already funded by the Turing Scheme. You will be required to provide specific details of costs that are not covered by the Turing Scheme.  These applications will be reviewed by the Turing Scheme Administrator  

How will I receive the money?

You will be asked to provide UK bank account details. If your application is successful, you’ll receive payment to this bank account via bank transfer. 


What if I have any more questions?

If you have any more questions before submitting your application, please contact the Money Advice Team through the Student Enquiry Point  and a member of the Money Advice team will get back to you.
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