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To succeed in the field of contemporary 
illustration requires an individual visual 
voice and personality; a thorough 
ownership of image making skills, and 
an intelligent working process. We work 
with you to cultivate all of these and to 
help you bridge the gap between being a 
student and becoming a professional.
The graduates in this booklet work across 
a number of specialisms, have worked 
with an impressive array of clients, 
both nationally and globally, and each 
demonstrates an approach to illustration 
that is entirely their own. The graduates 
in this booklet, in short, demonstrate that 
we’re good at what we do!

To break into the competitive but 
rewarding illustration industry, you’ll 
need an exciting portfolio, excellent 
subject knowledge, ownership of 
sophisticated image making skills 
and your own unique flair in creatively 
solving communication problems.



Our course encourages you to step out of 
your creative comfort-zone, we want you 
to find ways of working and generating 
final artwork that you might never have 
considered before. You will graduate with 
the confidence, skills and individuality that 
are so valuable to industry.

Our aim is to give you the professional 
experience of being a illustrator before
you graduate. You’ll take on innovative 
project briefs - often with real world 
clients - and you’ll compile an impressive 
portfolio. You’ll also meet many renowned 
industry professionals and be given the 
opportunity to showcase your graduate 
portfolio in London.

STUDENT SUCCESS #1

YVETTE EARL
@ yvetteearlillustration
SPECIALISM: ARCHITECTURE, PLACE
& ONLINE PRINT SALES

http://@ yvetteearlillustration


‘St Mary’s Lighthouse’
Work for online print shop

“My experimentations with colour 
and drawing ARCHITECTURE all 
started whilst on my degree AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CUMBRIA. SOME 
of THE projects I worked on still 
stand out and were huge turning 
points for me AND my work.
THEY sent me on a journey 
towards THE colourful 
architectural illustration THAT 
I’M NOW KNOWN FOR.”



‘BBC promo and recruitment piece’
Client: BBC

‘Newcastle quayside by night’
Work for online print shop

‘The Central Bar’
Work for online print shop



“There are fantastic resources 
at the university OF CUMBRIA 
which enabled me to experiment 
and develop my style. I was able 
to just get stuck in, draw for 3 
years and hone my skills. I really 
didn’t realise how good I had it 
whilst I was there!”

‘The Bridge Hotel’
Work for online print shop

https://youtu.be/Mg42sHTHufI


STUDENT SUCCESS #2

ED MERLIN MURRAY
@ e.merlinmurray
SPECIALSIM: ANIMATION, MUSIC VIDEO & NFTS Spread from ‘Chaos Pattern’

Published by Unseen Sketchbooks

http://@ e.merlinmurray


Left: ‘Phenakistiscope’
from Football and Religion exhibition
Client: Aga Khan Centre Gallery, London 

This page: ‘Chaos Pattern’
Published by Unseen Sketchbooks



Tessellating pattern for garment design, 
Volcom, Fall 22 collection
Client: Volcom

“MUCH of my professional and 
personal work is ANIMATION, 
mostly in the field of music videos. 
Animation is something I had 
never considered before studying 
illustration at THE UNIVERSITY OF 
Cumbria. The grounding I was given 
in all aspects of animation was 
incredibly thorough, and taught 
me skills I now use every day.” 



STUDENT SUCCESS #3

harry G ward
@ harrygward_
SPECIALISM: POP CULTURE & SPORT

“The illustration course at 
the university of Cumbria 
opened my eyes to the world of 
contemporary illustration.
It helped me define and develop 
digital painting as my preferred 
medium. It taught me how to 
effectively tackle a brief, work
to Time sensitive deadlines, 
elevated my work ethic and 
informed my professional 
approach to image making.”  

http://@ harrygward


Left top: Old Trafford billboard 
for Women’s Euros.
Client: Creative Players

Left bottom: Campaign for 
season 5 of Peaky Blinders.
Client: BBC Creative

Right: Gameday poster for 
the Chiefs clash against 
the Titans.
Client: Kansas City Chiefs



“With approachable staff, 
impressive studio space and a 
broad range of facilities, I found 
illustration at the university 
of Cumbria was the ideal 
place to experiment and learn 
illustration techniques that
have formed the foundations
of my career.” 

Big Meeks and the CBS team coming to 
America. (Based on the original movie poster
by Chris Dellorco).
Client: CBS Sports Golazo



STUDENT SUCCESS #4

rachel tunstall
@rachel.e.tunstall 
SPECIALISM: editorial and publishing

“Take full advantage of having 
regular one-to-ones with 
your tutors, They are always 
welcoming and want the very
best for you, your work and
your future.” 

https://www.instagram.com/rachel.e.tunstall/


‘How Physicists Cracked a Black Hole Paradox’
Client: Scientific America



British Airways High Life Magazine
Client: Cedar Communications for British Airways 

“Gaining my degree opened a lot 
of doors for me that would 
have otherwise remained closed 
had I not gone to University. The 
resources and insight that the 
course provided in both digital 
and traditional methods pushed 
me to where I am today.” 



‘During the pandemic, viewers have turned to 
content creators for mental health support’
Client: The Washington Post



DIEZ. EASHRA. ONE.
This collection exhibits the beauty  
of Saudi Arabian and Peruvian cultures.

‘The Lesser Known Side Effects of Brain Damage’
Client: Baltimore Magazine

APPLY
Interested in applying to us?
Potential to succeed can be measured 
in a number of ways including academic 
qualifications and skills obtained outside 
academic study such as work experience. 
We have a UCAS tariff points range 
(96–112) so we can take into account all  
of the information on your application  
form and adjust the offer from the  
evidence provided. 

To contact the programme leader email:
dwayne.bell@cumbria.ac.uk or call:
+44 1228 279 366
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