Synthetic phonics: Pre-School observation feedback grid
This grid is designed to support associate tutors when observing students teaching synthetic phonics and providing subject specific feedback
	Student:
	Tutor:
	Date:
	Age group:

	Questions/ Prompts
	Beginning
	Developing
	Extending

	Planning and post-lesson discussion

	Are the learning objectives appropriate for the session taking into account the developmental needs of the children?
	The student is clear about what the children will learn within the session.
	The student has planned learning within the session around an appropriate learning objective.
	The student has planned for the progression of learning within a sequence of sessions and can provide a justification.

	Are assessment for learning opportunities built into the session?
	There are some assessment for learning opportunities built into the session
	There’s clear evidence of assessment for learning opportunities being used in the session
	Assessment for learning is used to inform future planning

	Is the student able to discuss individual children’s progress?
	The student is able to discuss children’s learning
	The student is able to discuss children who had difficulties and those who excelled.
	The student is able to discuss children who had difficulties and those who excelled and to identify next steps for them.

	Can the student plan for progression at a range of levels?
	The student is able to plan a discrete session for a small group based on 1 or more aspects from Phase 1.
	The student provides opportunities for developing phonic awareness in both adult led and child initiated play-based learning.
	The student plans creative learning opportunities in a range of areas of provision building clearly upon on the skills covered in previous adult led activities.

	Session Observation

	Does the student model and support good listening and speaking skills?
	The student is aware of the need to listen carefully to encourage talking and demonstrates this is in their practice.
	Students actively encourage children to talk and listen. They consciously model these skills.
	Students listen carefully to encourage children to talk, model good listening and provide good models of spoken English.

	Are all children encouraged to listen attentively and contribute confidently at their own level?
	All of the children are encouraged to contribute.
	Children are encouraged to contribute at an appropriate level.
	Children are encouraged to contribute at their level with appropriate differentiation for the less able and more able.

Additional adults contribute to the learning and/or assessment.

	Does the student enable children to develop and extend their vocabulary through opportunities to speak to a range of adults and children?
	The student is aware of the need to plan for opportunities for children’s talk with the purpose of extending their vocabulary.
	In small group work, student’s enable children to speak confidently and use a developing range of vocabulary. They are also aware of their role in supporting talk in the wider environment?
	The student enables children make the most of planned and incidental opportunities to speak confidently to others and provides resources and experiences which enrich and enlarge children’s vocabulary.

	Does the student provide opportunities for children to discriminate phonemes and orally reproduce
	The student is aware of the need to support children in developing the skills of phoneme discrimination.
	The student plans for activities which enable children to discriminate phonemes.
	The student provides well planned, purposeful activities and experiences which enable children to learn and
practice phoneme





	them through songs, games and rhymes?
	
	
	discrimination at the appropriate level.

	Does the student provide opportunities for children to reproduce audibly the phonemes they hear, in order, all through the word and use sound talk to segment words into phonemes – where appropriate
	The student is able to plan for children to sound words out using oral segmenting
	The student is able to plan for and support the children in developing the skills of oral segmenting.
	The student provides systematic, well planned, purposeful activities and experiences which enable children, where appropriate, to hear and say the sounds in order all through the word, segmenting orally. They are able to model this appropriately.

	Is it kept active and well- paced?
	The student’s input attempts to be well paced and active.
	The input is well paced and active.
	The input is well paced and active.

	Does the student optimise planned assessment opportunities?
	The student is able to ask questions which focus on learning.
	The student is able to ask differentiated questions which help children to focus on their learning.
	The student uses observations and well differentiated questioning to assess children’s learning and is able to act on this in the session.

	Is the articulation of phonemes correct?
	The student demonstrates the correct articulation of phonemes some of the time
	The student demonstrates the correct articulation of phonemes most of the time
	The student demonstrates the correct articulation of phonemes consistently

	Does the student ensure children articulate phonemes themselves?
	The children practise articulating phonemes
	The children practise articulating phonemes and the student addresses any incorrect articulation.
	The children practise articulating phonemes and the student addresses any incorrect articulation and if necessary uses this to inform future planning

	Is there evidence of new learning, not just consolidation?
	The student has planned for new learning.
	The student shares new learning with the children.
	Children are clear about what they are learning.

	In independent learning experiences/activities

	Do children have opportunities to apply their phonic knowledge and skills in reading mark making in literate learning environment indoors and out?
	The student provides opportunities for children to apply their phonic knowledge and skills in reading and mark making in a range of areas of continuous provision.
	The student actively supports children’s learning and models how to apply phonic knowledge and skills in reading and mark making in a range of areas of continuous provision.
	The student actively supports children’s learning by engaging them in creative and developmentally appropriate experiences modelling a range of applications phonic knowledge and skills in reading and mark making.
Appropriate differentiation is evident.

	Throughout  the session

	Is the session multi- sensory, fun and interactive but tightly focused on the learning objective?
	The student incorporates fun, multisensory interactive activities.
	The student incorporates fun, multisensory interactive activities which are designed to support the learning objective.
	The student incorporates fun, multisensory interactive activities which effectively support the learning objective.

	Other comments:









	








