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Case Study 1: Stephen
Stephen is 27, married to Lauren, and proud ‘new’ Dad to 8 month old Flora.

Lauren has just returned to her part-time job with Highland Council at the end of her maternity leave.

Stephen did not enjoy school and left after 5th year to work for Royal Bank of Scotland. He took a number of ‘in house’ training courses and succeeded in becoming an Area Branch Manager in his home town of Inverness. Over the past few years, Stephen has built on his interest and skills in ICT by studying Computing at Inverness College, working through HNC and HND modules to gain his degree. He is passionate about education being a positive experience for all children and believes his ‘people’ and managerial skills from working for the bank are transferrable to the teaching profession. He has gained a place on the University of Strathclyde PGDE(P) course, hosted by UHI Inverness College.

Case Study 2: Jill

Jill is 40, married to Ian who recently came out of the R.A.F. to work for an engineering firm, based in Elgin. They have two children – one in P6, the other in first year Secondary.

Jill graduated from York University 18 years ago with an honours degree in Chemistry, and worked for a large pharmaceutical company for several years before starting a family. The family have moved four times in 9 years to fit in with Ian’s postings, not including a two year residence in Cyprus. Jill has always been the main carer for the children and volunteered as a parent helper at whatever Primary School the children were attending.
The family have now moved to a small village in Moray about 12 miles from Elgin, where both children travel in with their Dad to go to school. Jill has enjoyed being in a school and feels that she has gained useful insight into different approaches to education through her volunteering. She has gained a place on the University of Strathclyde PGDE(P) course, hosted by UHI Moray College, Elgin.
Case Study 3: Heather
Heather is 45, married to Will (a fireman) and Mum to three teenagers. Her eldest son finishes school this year and plans to study Geography at Aberdeen University.

Heather left school at 17 to work in retail, changing to part-time work as an Auxiliary, then a Classroom Assistant at a Primary School just outside Stornaway. Eight years ago, Heather was diagnosed with breast cancer and came through a difficult year of treatment, including surgery and chemotherapy. This ‘life event’ inspired her to change direction and fulfil a long-held desire to study towards a degree. She enrolled on a three year online B.A. in Child and Youth Studies Degree at UHI Lews Castle College, some 25 miles from her home. She completed her degree and encouraged by this success, on the advice of colleagues at the Primary school and her College Studies Adviser, has gained a place on the University of Strathclyde PGDE(P) course, hosted by UHI Lews Castle College, Stornaway.
