CREATIVITY – IMPACT ON PRACTICE

On April 8th 2008, ESCalate ran a seminar on Creativity at the Open University, Milton Keynes. Delegates were asked to comment on what ideas for practice they took away from the seminar to share these with the sector. Various parts of the text have been highlighted for you to navigate quickly through if time is limited. If you would like further information about any of the items mentioned here, please contact ESCalate at escalate@cumbria.ac.uk .

 ‘Applied Creativity in Secondary Practice’ 

· I think to tell teachers engaged in M level CPD that the ‘Creativity’ being promoted in teaching and learning should also be applied to their studies, particularly challenging academic literature, the school curriculum and government policy. 
For my own research I would like to pursue the notion of creativity being uncomfortable and unenjoyable, and the extent to which girls and boys show different trends in attitude in the art and design curriculum at secondary school. This would be an extension of my PhD thesis on gendered attitudes towards art. 
‘Working in Settings Other than Schools: Brokering Creative Partnerships’ 

· I am going to look into developing this area in the primary sector.
 ‘Participatory and Creative Approaches to Teaching and  Learning’ 

· I might use the Margolis Wheel
 with adult learners because it’s easy for me to remember.

· Margolis wheel to provide focussed discussion and problem resolution in order to see alternatives.

· Excellent practical interactive ideas to share with students and colleagues.

· My Year 3 students have just returned from placement. I’m going to use the Margolis wheel on Thursday so they can offload and give each other advice.

· Informal meeting/greeting will be useful when leaning names in September with new groups of students.

· ‘String’ – many applications.

· Relationship strings and Margolis wheel and approaches to analysis and critical thinking through creative approaches are excellent.

· Margolis Circle – lots of applications for students e.g. focus on concerns over assignments, gaining evidence for QTS, role-playing, job interviews etc. 
· Emphasis on deconstruction. Make metacognition more of a focus to link the students’ own learning/experience with their teaching practice – Review the time given to this. Do students know how to do this with children?

· The role of discussion within session – the benefits of sharing ideas within a teaching group (as one of the strengths of a ‘taught’ PGCE rather than for example a GTP etc) – review the opportunities for discussion (including previous pre-course experience) within my sessions.

· Reminders about how we enjoy teaching which can get lost in the daily grind.

· Idea of modelling what we expect.

· Idea of ‘joining of a product’ could inform content of PG primary programme to demonstrate integrated learning/cross curricular approach.

· Participatory approach transferred to wider curriculum.

· Have seen Global Citizenship before but method of deconstruction is useful when thinking about areas of curriculum creatively.

· Very useful ideas which I will use in my lecturing practice.

· Welcome activities are good for ‘mingle’ activities for students and using with pupils (in MFL teaching).
· Global Citizenship poster – visually represent an issue – could be developed for issues in PSHCE. Group work – others look at posters and ask questions – use for students and encourage to use with pupils. Visual images encourage questions and explanations. This has lots of potential to foster question and answer work among pupils in MFL lessons.
· Connections between stakeholders (using string!). For students this could be an opportunity to consider network of agencies involved in education. For pupils this could also be a PSHE activity to focus on friendships/bullying situations etc.
‘The Creative and Effective Curriculum for Initial Teacher 

 Education and Schools’
· I’m going to go back and plan a topic on ‘buttons’!

· As an assessment activity for our Creativity in the Arts module I’m going to suggest that students make a 5 minute film showing what they’ve learnt.
· Attach a ‘module’ in this way (long and thin, followed by an intensive period of practice) by linking this from of exploration and application of creative approaches to the Professional Development Portfolio/Individual Development Plan that is part of tour newly validated programme. The LLUK standards and a mote structures programme could equally support creative thinking (alongside critical thinking) in this way very effectively in my view.
· Continue to offer a creative thinking tool kit, such as we support the critical thinking skills during the PGCE/CertEd (DTLLS)
· Especially liked the evolution of where an individual sees themselves on a ‘creative continuum’ at beginning and again at end.
· Useful in relation to our own course evaluations – revalidations and practicalities involved.
· Good opportunity to share with colleagues and discuss ideas.
· Useful model of Med level PGCE module – interesting to compare.
· Good resources – look forward to seeing slide show on the website
.
· Good ideas from the discussion and how creativity was implemented in schools.
· Good to hear about an approach to the ‘HOW’ of creativity on ITE courses.
· Consideration of the big ‘C’, little ‘C’ of creativity; how theory can be linked with practice.
· Introduce ‘creativity’ section into CPS course and perhaps creativity assessment.
· Use of similar organisations of a module for MFL in primary sector – students work in groups and teach in specific schools, produce a scheme of work as a group and reflect on experience – as group, teaching languages and planning. This could be part of their assessment too.
General comments

· Enormous potential for development of what we label at WCS (whole university studies) 

· Change title of modules

· Change status M level

· Allocation of time to that Creativity has equivalence with each of core subjects.

· Linking placements.

· Assessed essay links with ‘themed’ week placement.

Two reference books:

· Fisher, R. and Williams, M. (2004) Unlocking Creativity: teaching across the curriculum.

· Cropley, A. (2001) Creativity in Education and Learning and Learning – a guide for teachers.
� There are various websites which explain the Margolis Wheel if you do a Google search. Here is one possibility: � HYPERLINK  "http://www.iied.org/NR/agbioliv/pla_notes/documents/plan_01713.PDF"�http://www.iied.org/NR/agbioliv/pla_notes/documents/plan_01713.PDF� 


� In the Creativity folder in the Help Directory





