Fifty more questions to aid reflection

The following questions could be considered as a starting point for reflection prompts to included as leading questions for student self-assessment/tutor dialogues. Imagine that each time students handed in an assignment for marking (essay, report, problems-sheet solutions), or undertook any other assessed task (dissertation, field-work report, presentation), they were asked to reflect upon what they had just done, and evidence their reflection by answering some well-chosen questions about how they felt at that time about what they’d done. These questions could be conveniently spaced out on a pro-forma of no more than two sides of A4, or the equivalent on a web-based questionnaire.  

Clearly, the number of questions used would need to be limited to (say) at most ten per assignment, and it would be appropriate to use different ones for each assignment, so that students did not just go into ‘surface’ mode when thinking about the questions. [I acknowledge with gratitude the contributions of well over 1000 workshop participants in various parts of the UK and abroad to the list of reflective question prompts given below]. I have numbered the questions simply to help groups to discuss particular ones more easily than would be possible with a bullet-point list – the order of the questions is not significant here. Conversely, in the previous list of question clusters, I did not number them, as my intention there was simply to set the scene, rather than engender any discussion of which of those particular questions might be ‘best’ – the best questions are likely to be the ones you think of, in the context of your subject, your students and your discipline, only partly as a result of reflecting upon that list above!

1 Which part of the assignment did you enjoy most?

2 How easy did you find it to use the resources?

3 How did you feel when you did this assignment?

4 Which parts of your essay were (a) strongest and (b) weakest – and why?

5 Did you feel adequately prepared for this assignment?

6 Which type of learning technology did you find least relevant?

7 Did you have enough time to do this assignment? Why? Or Why not?

8 How would you balance the marks for each section to reflect your effort?

9 What held you up more than anything else while working on this assignment?

10 Give me a key moment when your understanding changed?

11 How relevant was this assignment to your workplace/course/life?

12 Was the level appropriate?

13 How did your learning on this task affect your practice?

14 How well did this assignment help you to learn?

15 How well do you think you’ve referenced your work?

16 What have you learned as a result of this work, which will help you in future assignments?

17 What would you most have liked to have been assessed on?

18 What questions would you have liked to have answered?

19 What were the three most important things you learned from doing this assignment?

20 Do you feel that you have had enough time for the amount of work involved?

21 If you now had more time, what would you do next?

22 What new skill did you learn or develop through doing this?

23 What additional info would you need if you were doing it again?

24 Did you have the relevant resources, if not, what would you have needed?

25 What did you do that was innovative?

26 What risks did you take?

27 (for exams): how did you prepare for this exam? Or How well do you think you prepared?

28 To what do you attribute to (a) your achievements (b) your difficulties in completing this assignment?

29 What surprised you that you learned from doing this assignment? Did you discover something unexpected either about the subject or yourself?

30 What one thing helped you (or would have helped you) to start work on this assignment?

31 What was your best work-avoidance strategy before starting this assignment?

32 How widely do you think you have read for this assignment?

33 What kind of assessment do you think would have been more appropriate for this topic?

34 When did you start the assignment?

35 How relevant did you find this assignment?

36 Do you think that this is an improvement on your last assignment? Where? How?

37 Do you think the time spent on this was appropriate considering the weighting in the module?

38 Name one important thing that you learned in doing this assignment.

39 How easy did you find it to get your hands on the source materials you needed?

40 How clear did you find the criteria?

41 What other pieces of coursework were competing for your time while doing this assignment?

42 What was the most important thing you learned from doing this assignment?

43 What did you learn about yourself from this assignment?

44 What do you think is the most important thing I’m looking for in your assignment?

45 How well do you think you have introduced your essay?

46 How well do you think you ended your argument?

47 How well do you think you shared your own ideas in the group stage of the task?

48 How has your opinion changed?

49 What’s the best page?

50 What’s the worst paragraph, and why?

