
What is UCAS and how does it work?

UCAS is the website you use to apply to any university course. There are 
deadlines for applications, set by UCAS, that ensure everyone has equal 
opportunity to apply for their chosen courses. On UCAS, you can apply for 
up to five courses or universities at once. You do have to pay for these 
applications. It currently costs £20 for a single choice or £25 for multiple 
courses and applications.

Does that mean that I can’t apply after 15th January?

Not at all, applications just work differently before and after this deadline. If 
you apply before this deadline, you can make applications to 5 different 
courses or universities. After this date, you will only be able to apply to one 
university at a time, waiting for their response before you can make another 

5th September Applications can start to be submitted through UCAS

15th October Application deadline for Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and 
Veterinary Medicine courses

15th January Application deadline for the majority of all other courses

30th June Further applications recieved after this date are entered into Clearing

Early June to late September Clearing is open

What is Clearing?

Clearing is a service to help those that have either; not met conditions of 
the offers they recieved, withdrawn or declines all of their choices, or did 
not originally apply to university but would like to do so. 
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What does my application involve?

UCAS applications are made up of 2 main sections. The first section 
involves giving your personal details and listing your predicted or acheived 
grades at level 3 or above.

The second section is the personal statement. This is where you get to tell 
the universities more about yourself and why you’re applying for their 
courses.

What does a personal statement look like

Personal statements have a character limit of 4000 characters (about 500 
words) and there’s a lot to include in that. It needs to be written by you, 
about you, and can include any skills, hobbies, interest or experiences you 
think are relevant to your application.

Typically it is split into about five paragraphs.

Tips and Tricks:

• Read some examples online
• Proofread it yourself and ask others to check it for you.
• Use a ‘professional’ email address
• Keep it positive and enthusiastic
• Use a strong opening and closing sentence
• Avoid jokes, quotes and humour 

Want to find out more?
� cumbria.ac.uk
� 01228 616333
�  outreach@cumbria.ac.uk.ac.uk


